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String Trio in B flat D 471                     Franz Schubert
        (1653-1713)

Allegro

Schubert wrote this as the first of  three movements, but apart from part of an andante
he never got round to writing the others.  He was nineteen and not long out of the
seminary to which his father had sent him, without the slightest intention of his son's
embarking on a musical career.  But Franz has cught the attention, and then the
tutelage, of Salieri, the court musical director, and his father's hopes that he would
settle down to a life as a schoolmaster were not to be realised.  In any case the out-
of-hours activities  of  this reluctant, and by all accounts not very competent,
schoolmaster  were entirely musical, and with a group of his friends he had instituted
musical gatherings in what came to be know as Schubertiades.  Perhaps this piece was
written to be exposed in such a setting.  Why it survived one cannot tell - perhaps
Salieri liked it - but its qualities show what a mature composer the teenage Schubert
was.  And, in leaving it tantalisingly unfinished, as it is, what a tease.

String Trio in C minor op.9 no.3                  Ludwig von Beethoven
    (1770-1827)

Adagio.  Allegro con brio
Adagio, ma non tanto, e catabile
Scherzo: allegro
Presto

In October 1792 Beethoven left his home town of Bonn and journeyed to Vienna,
where he was to spend the rest of his life.  His purpose was to study with Haydn in
the city that was pre-emninent in the musical world of Europe at that time, but he was
to establish himself first as a performer, which he did with gusto.  He would take part
in what would later be known in jazz circles as 'cutting contests' after one of which
an eminent but defeated contestant reported "He (Beethoven) is a devil.  He will play
me and all of us to death.  And how he improvises!"
By the end of the century Beethoven seemed to have everything going for him: he was
an established artist, with a generous patron, Prince Lichnowsky; he had, in spite of
his rebellious instincts towards him, learned much from Haydn; and he had had a
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